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WEST VIRGINIA WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
ECONOMIC ENHANCEMENT GRANT GUIDANCE 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
 On March 12, 2022, the West Virginia Legislature enacted HB4566 which amended the 
West Virginia Water Development Authority statute, WV Code 22C-1 et seq (the “WVWDA 
Act”) by adding a new section 6a (“Section 6a”).  Section 6a authorized the West Virginia Water 
Development Authority (the “WDA”) to create the West Virginia Economic Enhancement Grant 
Fund (the “EEG Fund”).   
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 

 The following requirements must be met for a Project Sponsor to be eligible to receive a 
grant from the EEG Fund: 
 
 Project Sponsor must be either a governmental agency or a not-for-profit organization. 

 The Project must be a “project” or “infrastructure project” under WV Code 31-15A-2, 
including (by way of example only) a project for either a water system, a wastewater/sewer 
system, stormwater system or an economic development type project. 

 The Project Sponsor must be eligible to receive a State grant under WV Code 12-4-14. 

 The Project Sponsor must be able to provide annual audits. 

 The Project Sponsor must maximize all other funding sources. 

 All water, wastewater/sewer and stormwater projects must have a recommendation from 
the West Virginia Infrastructure and Jobs Development Council. 

 All infrastructure projects (economic development) must have a written recommendation 
from either the Secretary of Commerce, Economic Development or Tourism. 

 The Project must be bid using the requirements of the most stringent funding source. 
 

APPLICATIONS 
 

 The Project Sponsor shall complete the appropriate application and email it to the WDA at 
wda@wvwda.org and on http://wvoasis.gov/VSS/Default.aspx (1. VSS Portal, 2. View Grant 
Opportunities, 3. WV Water Development Authority Economic Enhancement Grant Fund) for the 
requested funding type: 
 

1) Section 6a(b) Matching Grant 
2) Section 6a(c)(1) Bid Overrun Grant 
3) Section 6a(c)(2)-(6) Other Grant 
4) Section 6a(c)(7) Infrastructure Grant (Economic Development) 
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The WDA staff shall review applications and complete a funding sheet and when necessary 

request additional information. 
 
1.) Matching Grant.  If a Project Sponsor is eligible for a federal or other program grant 

that requires a match and when that commitment is required to be submitted with the application, 
the WDA upon receipt of a recommendation from the IJDC or West Virginia Department of 
Economic Development (“WV DED”) shall consider the request and if approved, set aside money 
in the Matching Grant Subaccount and provide the binding commitment.  If the Project Sponsor is 
awarded the federal or other grant, the WDA shall enter into a grant agreement for the 
disbursement of the grant.  If the Project Sponsor does not receive the federal or other grant, the 
binding commitment will be rescinded. 

 
2.) Bid Overrun.  If the Project Sponsor has a bid overrun on a project approved by the 

IJDC, the Project Sponsor shall apply for a bid overrun grant on the appropriate application and 
provide the information with respect to the pre-bid funding, other funding being sought and the 
amount of bid overrun grant being requested.  The Executive Director of the WDA in consultation 
with the Chair of the Water Development Board (“Board”) will initially be authorized to approve 
bid overrun grants up to $10,000,000.  Bid overrun grant requests in excess of $10,000,000 shall 
be considered by the Board. 

 
3.) Other Grants Section 6a(c)(2)-(6).  The Project Sponsor shall complete the 

appropriate application and designate the section of funding being requested.  WDA staff shall 
request any additional information necessary to complete the review.   
 

4.) Infrastructure Grant (economic development) Section 6a(c)(7).  The Project 
Sponsor shall complete the application and provide the recommendation letter from the applicable 
Secretary.  WDA staff shall request any additional information necessary to complete the review.   
 

 
APPROVAL PROCEEDINGS 

 
 The Board shall meet as needed to review WDA EEG Fund applications.  In reviewing the 
applications, the Board may give priority to projects that include loans, contributions of local 
funding and/or high user rates.  The Board may approve an application, reject an application or 
request additional information.  If approved, the Board shall authorize WDA staff to enter into a 
grant agreement in compliance with Section 6a(d) and at such time as all other funding has been 
awarded. 
 
 


